State Injury Indicators
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Poisoning Indicators

All residents.

Deaths with any of the following ICD-10 codes as an underlying cause of death: X40-X49 (Accidental
poisoning by and exposure to noxious substances), X60-X69 (Intentional self-poisoning), X85-X90
(Assault by poisoning), Y10-Y 19 (Poisoning of undetermined intent), Y35.2 (Legal intervention
involving gas), *U01 (.6—.7) (Terrorism involving biological or chemical weapons).

Midyear population for the calendar year under surveillance.

Annual number of deaths. Annual mortality rate—crude and age-adjusted (standardized by the direct
method to the year 2000 standard U.S. population).

Calendar year.

Poisoning is the result of the damaging effect of exposure to a broad range of chemicals (e.g., gases,
pesticides, heavy metals, drugs, and common household substances such as bleach and ammonia). In
2004, 30,300 people in the United States died from poisoning.*

Injuries severe enough to result in death represent only a small proportion of the overall burden of injury.
An evaluation of only these injuries may not present an accurate picture of the causes of less-severe
injuries.

Death certificate data from vital statistics agencies (numerator) and population
estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau or suitable alternative (denominator).

The accuracy of indicators based on codes found in vital statistics data is limited by the
completeness and quality of coding. The overall completeness of external cause coding

on death data is uniformly high. Coding criteria specify that all cases of injury death must contain an
injury code in the underlying-cause-of-death field.

15-8: Reduce deaths caused by poisonings

Healthy People in Every Stage of Life: Crosscutting
Healthy People in Healthy Places: Healthy Communities
Healthy People in Healthy Places: Healthy Homes
Healthy People in Healthy Places: Healthy Workplaces
Healthy People in Healthy Places: H

*Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. Web-based Injury
Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS) [online]. (2005) [cited 2006 Dec 7]. Available from URL:
www.cdc.gov/ncipc/wisqars. www.cdc.gov/ncipc/wisgars



